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Dear All:

This is an eye-opening booklet. I never did understand what the Church’s position was on Church and
State relations. I had always heard Catholics uphold the democratic maxim of separation of Church and
State. I never knew, until reading this book, and another of Davies” books on Religious Liberty, that Leo
XIII actually said that the separation of Church and State was a “pernicious error” in Vehementor Nos.
This booklet argues that if we look at all the political trials that we are facing with the State today,
namely the issues of homosexual “marriage” and abortion, that we have to understand that it is all
rooted in one thing: the rejection of modern Catholics, whether traditional, conservative, moderate, or
liberal, of the doctrine of the Social Kingship of Christ as explained in the powerful encyclical of Pius XII,
Quas Primas.

Thus the empire of our Redeemer embraces all men. To use the words of Our immortal
predecessor, Pope Leo XIII: "His empire includes not only Catholic nations, not only baptized
persons who, though of right belonging to the Church, have been led astray by error, or have been
cut off from her by schism, but also all those who are outside the Christian faith; so that truly the
whole of mankind is subject to the power of Jesus Christ." Nor is there any difference in this matter
between the individual and the family or the State; for all men, whether collectively or
individually, are under the dominion of Christ. In him is the salvation of the individual, in him is
the salvation of society. "Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under
heaven given to men whereby we must be saved." He is the author of happiness and true
prosperity for every man and for every nation. "For a nation is happy when its citizens are happy.
What else is a nation but a number of men living in concord?" If, therefore, the rulers of nations
wish to preserve their authority, to promote and increase the prosperity of their countries, they
will not neglect the public duty of reverence and obedience to the rule of Christ. What We said at
the beginning of Our Pontificate concerning the decline of public authority, and the lack of respect
for the same, is equally true at the present day. "With God and Jesus Christ," we said, "excluded
from political life, with authority derived not from God but from man, the very basis of that
authority has been taken away, because the chief reason of the distinction between ruler and
subject has been eliminated. The result is that human society is tottering to its fall, because it has
no longer a secure and solid foundation."

AMDG.
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